/

(

BRTICLEY APpP ARRiproved For Release
O PAGE. éﬂz .

- -STATEMENT. BY:
-. - Some four years ago.Mrs..All=-
britton and I came to Washington'
with the stated purpose.of keep~-..
_ing the Nation's Capital a. <ome -
petitive,- two-newspaper.:.city,..
With the purchase of, The: Wash«
ingtons Star: by~ Time - Incorpo~ -
-rated and considering'the superh
quality of.The Washington tar; -
-we feel our-original ’Fhutpase bas
been accomplished. 1e Federal -
Communications Commission, -
which granted us the license to.
~operate Channel.7, has -_adugted .
_rules that would:require a decjs
- sion on my part. as. to whether or~
not I' will continue as’ a licensess
.0l Chanael 7 or-as publisherof -
The Washington Star. I have-
“always been in total compliancs:;-
- with the FCC rules and do not.ine~

- tend tor be in:noncompliance. L,.-

therefore, have decided, effec- .
" tive-at the end of this business<
day and with the consent of Time:
Incorporated; ta. resigm as pobes:

- lisher and chief exécutive officer - -

agni' directar of:The Washingtorr-.

- ot T e Ry R e
se~el should 1iied to-take this oppotes
-tunity to thank the citizens of the.
zgreater Washington area and the
~responsible-government officials:

for-the .support given to us,-I-.
“especiallyv:want' ta- LMY |
friends "and™ associates- at The.:.

“Washington Star. It was through..
their- maximum effort that The:.,
Star.is and-will continue to be an -
attractiveand viable product. * <5

I leave ag publisher with per<s
sonal regrets, of course, but with
full pride in what all of us have:
been able to accomplish here at:

TheStar.. - oo
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“The Washington Star’
PR ohn Holusha «%. = = | & % Allbritton- attributed. a: rece’nt!
o). decline in circulation to inattene
s | .“‘tion:on his. part, He said.that
' resignation today as publisher of ;- there i3 *'a certain optimums cir-|
The WashingtonStar. ... ., * —J ” culation for an afterrioon news
_;vAllbritton said he was taking | * paper'’and that the circulation.
* the action-to stay in compliance | ' figures l}adbegux_] to climb again..
-with Fedaral Communications |-, - ; He said that circulation would
- Commission rules. on..cross | .. beabout 50,0005 day by Septem-
- ownership of newspapers and |..; ber: By hext year, he added, ¢ir~
broadcast stations-in the same |: - culation should. be up to 375,000,
market. Allbritton owns WJILA, [ which he:characterized as the
~ Chapnel7. oo colone o . optimum level, " :Uie®T0 S
- Allbritton has served as.pub- V" “ALLBRITTON AGREED-with suggestions:that.
o lisher'of;'l'he Star since hesol_d it j'-"he‘.had“approximamh} doub]ed'his 365 mﬂhonm«:
. to Time in February. At the time svestment in the newspaper:and-its brozdcast
-Allbritton said he had previously |- o It -

L .properties.s io o i
‘planned to retain ownership of cP»‘-lj):!em nﬁr""éf'an'mihé;p#;
- the newspaper and sell WILA. ‘fangements,” fe commented.; .. 5 n.v, s AL,
-+ However, he said an FCC ruling - He-described that ‘original purchase as.a. *fair
::Jeft a cloud over the status of the |'4nd adequate offer’” and noted that the rapid in-
| crease in the value of the properties came after ;
ABC surged to the top of the:television ratings and |
“the losses at the newspaper were stemmed, - R
«: However, he said the newspaper is'“not getting
the advertising support ﬁthis superb product
: ; .merits.”” He'said The Star has about 30 percent of
. %anh::;l 7 0"333 publisher of The | “the advertising in the Washington market and said |
‘._.,;‘:,,.g.,aA"’t 'gton w‘&f"’” e today. | :that Vitreally should be 44 percent to be fair.” =
llbitton explained the Gming of | <. 0, ke to'urge the advertisers,to give i
his move by pointing out thatthe | - A T S i o resien b e
- application’to redew WJLA's Ii- | -3 v vics of his lau nvar-ede |
Cicense is: dus tomorrows. “I. :.‘ye'st‘erday onthe advice of his lawyers. PRI
- wanted a clean, spotless slate for | »,. 1 \1¢-5Pokesman Wilson said the. resignation
<. the filing,” he explained. - - |5 c2me earlier than, let's say, we had hoped.” He
-+ He described the outlgok for | '52id it was no surprise, additg that “we.always"
" the m ewspaper’as:“superb.. The | KDeW it wasa possibility that Mr. Allbritton would
-republic’s capital-is now-safe. | :have to leave because of the television problem.
* With twon ewspapers.” .+ & vrindd : We regret it very much. .. Heis a very able per-
+ = He'said The Star xs—Eurrent]y ison anq we-were dc}xghged to ;g'et'.'hxm'zas publisher |
.- profitable, but declined to predict, |-31d we're sorry to see him go.™. " ... "nl o
* theresultsfortheyear.:* . - -+ |>"DURING HIS less than four months as an-em-
oA spokesman for Time Inc., rzployee of Time, Allbritton saidhehad never drawn
 whiclrowns The Star, said James .:d salary. *‘1 just never signed up to draw.a pay
-R..Shepley, chairman of the :i¢heck.Ijust don't think-about things like that.’:- =
. newspaper and president of Time .5 With his resignation as publisher, he ends a four-
“is.in overall. charge'™ of the :.¥ear association with the,newspapc:;_;h_gt: pegap: as
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with the finanéial, ar-

. television station. . - . .., , -+
< ALLBRITTON SAID in a state-
" ment the FCC *'has adopted rules |
. :,that would- require a-decision on

- my- part as:to whether.or not 1

- _-will-continue-as:a. licensee of
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. r:. Donald M.. Wilson, 2 limited investment, .- *<,, . o, T/ L
. ,;‘\;I?czg:::ide‘ne' for corporate and . < -In July 1974 Allbritton bought a minarity interest
" public affairs at Time, said, *I’'m i ~in. The Star’s parent company, Washington Star
.- :sure:there -will be.-a ;pubushef‘-,.‘jé.,Communicanons, -and gained complete control of ;
- but’I'm not'sure who it will be at7. the newspaper’s operations. . _ U,
. thiy tirde ™ &g i 5 05 wigedisnd s -2AL the time the newspaper was in financial diffi-
i-culty, with losses. mounting to as much as $1 mil-
~lieninsome months.. -~ -, A
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